St. Michael the Archangel Antiochian Orthodox Church
62 Main Street, Cotuit, MA 02635

(508)420-1113= www.stmichaelcapecod.org E Like us on Facebook
Sunday, December 27, 2020

Sunday after the Nativity
Celebrant: Fr. Ben Kjendal

LITTLE ENTRANCE WEEKLY VARIABLES

THE EISODIKON (ENTRANCE HYMN): Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God,
Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FOUR: Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the
angel the women disciples of the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation. And proudly broke the news
to the Disciples, saying: Death hath been spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy.

APOLYTIKION OF THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST IN TONE FOUR: Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath given rise to the
light of knowledge in the world; for they that worshipped the stars did learn therefrom to worship Thee, O Sun
of Justice, and to know that from the east of the Highest Thou didst come. O Lord, glory to Thee.

APOLYTIKION OF SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY IN TONE TWO: Proclaim, O Joseph, to David, the grandparent of
God, the amazing wonders; for thou hast seen a Virgin great with child; for with the shepherds thou didst give
glory, with the Magi thou didst worship, and by the angel it was revealed to thee. Wherefore, plead thou with
Christ God to save our souls.

APOLYTIKION OF ST. STEPHEN IN TONE FOUR: The crown of the Kingdom hath adorned the brow of thy
head * because of the contests that thou hast endured for Christ God, thou first of the martyred Saints; * for
when thou hadst censured the Jews’ madness, thou sawest * Christ thy Savior standing at the right hand of the
Father. * O Stephen, ever pray Him for us, that He would save our souls.

APOLYTIKION OF ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL: O ye foremost of the heavenly host, we beseech thee, though
we are unworthy. Pray that we may be encompassed with the shadow of thy unearthly glory. Preserving us who
kneel and cry endlessly. Deliver us from oppression since Ye are the princes of the highest power.

KONTAKION OF THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST IN TONE THREE: On this day the Virgin beareth the Transcendent in
Essence; * to the Unapproachable, * the earth doth offer a small cave; * Angels join in choir with shepherds * in
giving glory; * with a star the Magi travel upon their journey; * for our sakes is born a young Child, * He Who
existed * before the ages as God.

TRISAGION PRAYER

English Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have Mercy on us

Arabic Qudoos El Laah, Quodoos El Qawi, Qudoos El Lathi La Yamoot, Urhamnah
Greek Agios O Theos, Agios Ischiros, Agios Athanatos, Eyleison Imas

Russian Svyatij Bozhe, Svyatij Krepkij, Svatij Bessmertnij pomiluj nas

The Mission of St Michael the Archangel Orthodox Church is to love and worship God, to grow closer to Him,
and to proclaim and to spread the Good News of the salvation of Jesus Christ to our parishioners, our
neighbors and people everywhere.

We worship and pray in English. We experience the beauty and joy of living the Holy Orthodox Christian faith
- sharing love and fellowship, teaching and leading by example, growing together through service, education,
stewardship and forgiveness.




A NOTE REGARDING HOLY COMMUNION: Since we understand Communion to mean we have all things in common,
sharing an identical Faith, only those who are members of the Orthodox Church and who have prepared themselves
through prayer, fasting and confession may participate in Holy Communion. We invite all present to partake of the
blessed bread distributed at the end of the service.

UNLESS YOU ARE INJURED OR UNABLE, PLEASE REMAIN STANDING DURING COMMUNION

On behalf of the Parish Council, we wish our entire parish a Blessed Christmas and a healthy 2021.
We thank everyone for their commitment and all they do for St Michael. As we enter the Holidays,
please take a few minutes and reach out to others in the parish to say hello or to just check in on how

they are doing. It is important that we stay connected to each other as a community through this
unique time.

St. Michael’s Parish Council

Sunday, December 27 9:00 AM Orthros
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy
Friday, January 1 Please, check the schedule on our website www.stmichaelcapecod.org
Saturday, January 2 5:00 PM Vespers
Sunday, January 3 9:00 AM Orthros

10:00 AM Divine Liturgy

***In case of emergency, there are emergency numbers posted next to the telephones in the coat room and
in the kitchen***
PLEASE SEE ST MICHAEL HAPPENINGS FOR UPCOMING EVENTS AND CHARITABLE NEEDS OVER THE COMING
WEEKS. MAY GOD CONTINUE TO BLESS YOU!

*** DON’T FORGET NON-PERISHABLE ITEMS FOR FOOD PANTRY ***
THANK YOU to Jasmine & Paul Andrews for their tireless efforts in purchasing /delivering food donations!

Our People are our Choir! We love to hear you sing with us! WELCOME!

We are glad to have you worship with us today!
Father Ben Kjendal is available to visit with you in your home for pastoral care, counseling and
inquiries regarding Orthodoxy by appointment. His cell number is (978) 397-3285.
If you need anyone remembered during services (in Memory of or for Good Health of), please
let Fr. Ben know AT LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE so they can be included in all the prayers during
Vespers, Orthros (Matins) and Liturgy



THE EPISTLE
(For St. Stephen)
His voice has gone out into all the earth. The heavens declare the glory of God.
The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (6:8-7:5, 47-60)

In those days, Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the people. Then
some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the
Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, arose and disputed with Stephen. But they could not withstand
the wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke. Then they secretly instigated men, who said, “We have heard
him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.” And they stirred up the people and the elders and the
scribes, and they came upon him and seized him and brought him before the council, and set up false witnesses
who said, “This man never ceases to speak words against this holy place and the law; for we have heard him say
that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place, and will change the customs which Moses delivered to us.”
And gazing at him, all who sat in the council saw that his face was like the face of an angel. The high priest said,
“Is this so?” And Stephen said: “Brethren and fathers, hear me. The God of glory appeared to our father
Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, and said to him, ‘Depart from your land and
from your kindred and go into the land which I will show you.” Then he departed from the land of the Chaldeans,
and lived in Haran. And after his father died, God removed him from there into this land in which you are now
living; yet he gave him no inheritance in it, not even a foot’s length, but promised to give it to him in possession
and to his posterity after him, though he had no child. But it was Solomon who built a house for Him. Yet the
Most High does not dwell in houses made with hands; as the prophet says, ‘Heaven is My throne, and earth My
footstool. What house will you build for Me’, says the Lord, ‘or what is the place of My rest? Did not My hand
make all these things?’ You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy
Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. Which of the prophets did not your fathers persecute? And they killed
those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, Whom you have now betrayed and murdered,
you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.” Now when they heard these things they
were enraged, and they grinded their teeth against him. But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God; and he said, “Behold, I see the heavens
opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God.” But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped
their ears and rushed together upon him. Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him; and the witnesses laid
down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. And as they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord
Jesus, receive my spirit.” And he knelt down and cried with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against
them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep.

THE GOSPEL
(For the Sunday after Nativity of Christ)
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (2:13-23)

When the wise men had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said,
“Rise, take the Child and His mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to
search for the Child, to destroy Him.” And he rose and took the Child and His mother by night, and departed to
Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet,
“Out of Egypt have I called My Son.” Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, was in
a furious rage, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region, who were two
years old or under, according to the time which he had ascertained from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what
was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel
weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they were no more.” But when Herod died, behold,
an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Rise, take the Child and His mother, and go
to the land of Israel, for those who sought the Child’s life are dead.” And he rose and took the Child and His
mother, and went to the land of Isracl. But when he heard that Archelaus reigned over Judea in place of his father
Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. And he went
and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, “He shall be called a
Nazarene.”



ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL ANTIOCHLAN
ORTHODOX CHURCH
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ST. MICHAEL HAPPENINGS

WEEKLY BULLETIN CAN BE VIEWED ON OUR WEBSITE
ALL FOR THE GLORY OF GOD AND HIS CHURCH

ST. MICHAEL NEWSLETTER: If you would like to write an article for St. Michael January Newsletter, please do and
send to Anastasia at stmichael@stmichaelcapecod.org ! The article can be as short as a couple of paragraphs. The due
date is January 5.

ST. MICHAEL MAIL BUDDIES: Do you like writing letters? Do you enjoy receiving letters? Are you interested in getting
to know a member of our Saint Michael family who was born a few decades apart from you? If you answered “yes” to
any of these questions, send your name and (snail) mailing address to Kh. Alyssa (alyssakjiendal@yahoo.com ), and
she will send you the name and (snail) mailing address of your St. Michael Mail Buddy. What an amazing opportunity
to get to know and build a relationship with another member of our parish!




